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a copper-plate or piece of cloth, stating the place, the ancestors (of
the king), and other particulars, and the names of the (king's) mother
and father, and of the king himself, (and containing the statement
that) "This grant has been made by me today to IT. K, who belongs
to the Vedic school IT. N., as being endurable while the moon and
the sun last, and as descending by right of inheritance to the son,
grandson, and more remote descendants, and as a gift which must
never be cut down or taken away, and is entirely exempt from
diminution (by the allotment of shares to the king's attendants, and
so forth), conveying paradise to the giver and hell on the taker, for
a period of sixty thousand years, as the recompense for giving and
taking (the land). " (Thus the king should declare in the grant), the
secretaries for peace and war signing the grant with the remark
"I know this (the grant) should be provided with (the king's) own
seal, and with a precise statement of the year, month and so forth,
of the value (of the donation) and of the magistrate/' Such a docu-
ment issued by the king is called a royal edict/'1

"Hoi only were grants made but instructions were also issued
for the regulation of labour and wages, "(If a servant) ", remarks
YajfLavalkya, "receiving wages, refuses to do the work (stipulated for)
he must pay double the amount (to his master), and in case of not
receiving any payment an amount equal (to the wages); all household
articles should be protected by the servants."3 This condition only
shows that wages and labour were, in a manner, interdependent. The
payment of wages was made not only obligatory but bounden, for
Narada explicitly states that "a master shall regularly pay wages to
the servant hired by him, whether it be at the commencement, at the
middle, or at the end of his work, just as he had agreed to do. "s
Bub despite this observation ITaiada does not forget to emphasise the
interdependence of labour and wages and he even advocates coercion if
a labourer fails to fulfil his contract.4

Not only was labour legislation promulgated by the Smrtis
but they also set forth regulations for the maintenance of trade.
Yajiiavalkya, for example, observes that prices of market commodities
were to be fixed by the king: "Sale and purchase shall be
conducted daily according to the value fixed by the king. The
surplus on the fixed value is to be recognised as the first value of

1  Brhaspati, VIII, i2-l/r pp. 305-06.
2  Yajmvalkya Sawhiffi2$4, p. 106.
8 Narada, VI, 2, p. 139.
4 Ibid., 5-8, pp. 140-41,